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BARTEX® 
Barium Sulfate 

 
“The Bright Extender”  

 
Description 

BARTEX is a white, barium sulfate extender pigment designed to increase the efficiency of 
titanium dioxide.  BARTEX features controlled particle size, high whiteness and brightness, high 
specific gravity, and chemical inertness. TOR Minerals International produces different 
BARTEX grades to meet your specific needs, differentiated by particle size and whiteness.  Our 
chemistry is the highest quality of any producer in the United States. 
 
Applications in the Paint and Coatings Industry 

BARTEX has wide application potential including coatings, inks, adhesives, plastics, ceramics, 
and rubber goods. In paints and coatings, BARTEX 10 and BARTEX 65 are the products of 
choice because of their high whiteness and brightness level, which aid in the stability of the 
color. These grades can replace most of your synthetic barium sulfate (blanc fixe) applications. 
Another key function is the good Hegman grind, which aids in the dispersion of the material in 
different systems. The low oil absorption aids in the low amounts of liquid required to wet the 
system for incorporation. BARTEX can work well in all top coats, alkyds, polyesters, emulsions, 
and wood stains. BARTEX 80 is the preferred extender pigment in primers because of its bulk 
density and particle size. BARTEX OWT has similar physical and chemical characteristics as 
BARTEX 65 except for its whiteness and brightness and is designed for cost sensitive 
applications where color is not critical. 
 
Applications in the Adhesives, Plastics and Rubber Industries 

The adhesive industry uses barium sulfate as an inert extender with high specific gravity. All of 
our BARTEX products are suitable depending on requirements in particle size, whiteness, 
brightness, and cost.  Plastic and rubber compounds use barium sulfate as a high density filler, to  
build weight in the product at low cost. End use applications include for plastics:  bowling balls, 
traffic cones & toys and for  rubber:  floor mats, foam & carpet backing.  Other uses for 
BARTEX include ceramics, paper casting, and brake linings. 
 
BARTEX Advantages 

BARTEX barium sulfate extender pigments function in relation to the performance of prime 
pigments in many areas of end use. In coatings, as well as in plastics, finer particle size extenders 
increase gloss, develop more hiding, are easier to disperse, and either improve or maintain 
physical properties. The greater surface areas of the finer particle barium sulfate increase 
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viscosity of coatings, inks, plastisols and other liquid resin compositions. Finer particle barium  
sulfate extenders have higher absorption capacities and will absorb more plasticizer in polyvinyl 
compounds. They also have a stiffening effect on most plastic compounds, primarily due to  
higher absorption characteristics.  BARTEX used as a filler will increase specific gravity, 
frictional resistance, chemical resistance, and Xray opaqueness in most systems. Barium Sulfate 
will promote a faster cure as a filler in polyester resins.  It will provide high density in 
polyurethane foams with higher load bearing properties, improved processing, and sound  
suppression. 
 

 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

BARTEX Grade Selection 

BARTEX 10 
1.0 micron particle size, dry brightness of 90.  BARTEX 10 
offers ease in dispersion and is ideal for high gloss applications. 

BARTEX 65 
1.6 micron particle size, dry brightness of 90.  BARTEX 65 is 
recognized as a leading quality product suitable for most uses. 

BARTEX 25 
2.5 micron particle size, dry brightness of 90.  BARTEX 25 is an 
economical, fine ground product. 

BARTEX 80 
8 micron particle size, dry brightness of 90.  BARTEX 80 is used 
in cost sensitive applications where gloss is not a factor. 

BARTEX OWT 
1.6 micron particle size; off-white in color, dry brightness of 80.  
BARTEX OWT offers high quality and value in off-white 
applications. 


